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Preface
The PR Unit/PRO office of ICMR since last one and half years have reached from
(where is ICMR located) to (everyday mention of ICMR and DG ICMR in National
Media). This change from where to why signifies the media visibility and
importance of our organization within this stipulated time duration.
Every week Indian Council of Medical Research and Director General ICMR are
mentioned by dozens of daily news papers, periodicals and magazines including
online editions.
This report regarding “Launch of National Data Quality Forum (NDQF)” features
the media/news coverage provided to the NDQF by major national news papers
of the country such as Outlook India, The Pioneer, Business Standard and
Deccan Herald among others.
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ICMR IN NEWS (As it is)

ICMR launches NDQF to improve quality of health and demographic data in
India
July 24, 2019/Outlook India
The ICMR''s National Institute for Medical Statistics and the Population Council
have launched The National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) to generate meaningful
dialogue around the improvement of data quality in general, and for health and
medical research in particular. The NDQF will integrate learnings from scientific
and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and
conferences, a statement by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) said.
Its activities will gear towards establishing protocols and good practices for data
collection, storage, use and dissemination which can be applied to health and
demographic data, as well as replicated across industries and sectors, the
statement said. India has a rich resource of data on its population, its health status
and demographic behaviour, and economic condition, among many other aspects of
life and environment, the statement stated. This wealth of data is translated into
insights and, eventually, into policy through a layered process involving human and
technological inputs at every stage. However, these data often suffer from some
common challenges related to human and technological factors that affect its
quality. While in the recent years, data quality improvement efforts have been
undertaken in both the public and private sectors at independent institution levels,
a convergence of these efforts is yet to be achieved in the form of an integrated
platform at the national level that can guide data quality improvement efforts in a
cohesive manner, it said.
ICMR launches platform to boost health data quality
July 24, 2019/Deccan Herald
With an aim to improve the quality of health and demographic data in the country,
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) on Wednesday launched an
integrated national-level platform that can help close the knowledge gap and boost
policy formulations. The National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) will integrate
learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences, the ICMR said. The NDQF is launched in
collaboration between the government research body's National Institute for Medical
Statistics and global nonprofit organisation Population Council, it said.
The activities of the multi-stakeholder platform will gear towards establishing
protocols and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, use and
dissemination, which can be applied to health and demographic data as well as
replicated across industries and sectors, the apex medical research body said.
ICMR Director M Vishnu Vardhana Rao noted that India has a rich resource of data
on its population, health status, and demographic behaviour. "India is a data-rich
country. We have so many data systems available of the magnitude of 1.3 billion
people. We want to put it in one place," Rao said, adding that were different types of
challenges in doing so. This wealth of data is translated into insights and eventually
into policy through a layered process involving human and technological inputs at
every stage, the official said. Rao, however, noted that these data often suffer from

some common challenges related to human and technological factors, affecting its
quality. The NDQF hopes to bring together relevant stakeholders, subject matter
experts, industry leaders, decision-makers, and data scientists and analysts on a
common platform to improve the quality of data that feeds into evidence-based
decision making.
Platform for quality control of data launched
July 24, 2019/The Quint
All data on population, health, demographic behaviour and economic condition,
collected by various agencies, will be put through a stringent quality check by the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF), launched here on Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking any policy decision by
the government. "The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not policing, that the data
collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour for quality, with precollection planning, collection and post-collection study," said Bhargava. The NDQF
will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train people collecting and
analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog, who launched the
website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and evidence-based
initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and conferences. Its
activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good practices in data
collection, storage, use and dissemination. India has a rich resource of data on its
population, health status and demographic behaviour and economic condition,
among many other aspects of life and environment. This wealth of data is translated
into insights and, eventually, into policy through a layered process involving human
and technological inputs at every stage. At times, these data suffer from some
common challenges related to human and technological factors and that affect its
quality. While data quality improvement efforts have been undertaken in both the
public and private sectors at independent institution levels recently, a convergence
of these efforts is yet to be achieved in the form of an integrated platform at the
national level that can guide data quality improvement efforts in a cohesive manner.

ICMR launches forum to improve data collection and use
July 24, 2019/The Hindu
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)’s National Institute for Medical
Statistics (ICMR-NIMS), in partnership with Population Council, launched the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) here on Wednesday.
NDQF will integrate learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and
guide actions through periodic workshops and conferences. Its activities will help
establish protocols and good practices of data collection, storage, use and
dissemination that can be applied to health and demographic data, as well as
replicated across industries and sectors noted a release issued by ICMR.
The launch was attended by representatives from the government, academic
institutions, technology and developmental partners working towards strengthening
the data ecosystem in the country.

ICMR launches platform to boost health data quality in India
July 24, 2019/Business Standard
With an aim to improve the quality of health and demographic data in the country,
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) on Wednesday launched an
integrated national-level platform that can help close the knowledge gap and boost
policy formulations. The National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) will integrate
learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences, the ICMR said. The NDQF is launched in
collaboration between the government research body's National Institute for Medical
Statistics and global nonprofit organisation Population Council, it said.
The activities of the multi-stakeholder platform will gear towards establishing
protocols and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, use and
dissemination, which can be applied to health and demographic data as well as
replicated across industries and sectors, the apex medical research body said.
ICMR Director M Vishnu Vardhana Rao noted that India has a rich resource of data
on its population, health status and demographic behaviour. "India is a data-rich
country. We have so many data systems available of the magnitude of 1.3 billion
people. We want to put it in one place," Rao said, adding that there were different
types of challenges in doing so. This wealth of data is translated into insights and
eventually into policy through a layered process involving human and technological
inputs at every stage, the official said. Rao, however, noted that these data often
suffer from some common challenges related to human and technological factors,
affecting its quality.

ICMR launches NDQF to improve quality of health data
July 24, 2019/Drug Today
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), in partnership with Population
Council, has launched the ‘National Data Quality Forum (NDQF)' – to improve
quality of health and demographic data in India. “The data forum will integrate
learning from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences,” said Dr Balram Bhargava, Director General of
ICMR. Dr Bhargava stated, “Its activities will gear towards establishing protocols
and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, use and
dissemination that can be applied to health and demographic data, as well as
replicated across industries and sectors.” “We are excited about the community of
practice that the NDQF is establishing for producers and consumers of data in India
and look forward to supporting the Forum wholeheartedly in the years to come,”
said Dr Shekhar Shah, DG, National Council of Applied Economic Research.
“Our commitment to improving the quality of data that is used for medical research
across the world is reflected in its robust analysis, preventive medical treatments
and solutions and crisis management strategies,” said Dr Henk Bekedem, WHO
Representative to India. With a renewed emphasis on improving the quality of data
that feeds into evidence based decision making at different levels, the NDQF hopes
to bring together relevant stakeholders, subject matter experts, industry leaders,
decision makers, and data scientists / analysts onto a common platform.

Platform for quality control of data launched
July 24, 2019/The Weekend Leader
All data on population, health, demographic behaviour and economic condition,
collected by various agencies, will be put through a stringent quality check by the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF), launched here on Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking any policy decision by
the government. "The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not policing, that the data
collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour for quality, with precollection planning, collection and post-collection study," said Bhargava. The NDQF
will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train people collecting and
analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog, who launched the
website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and evidence-based
initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and conferences. Its
activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good practices in data
collection, storage, use and dissemination.
India has a rich resource of data on its population, health status and demographic
behaviour and economic condition, among many other aspects of life and
environment. This wealth of data is translated into insights and, eventually, into
policy through a layered process involving human and technological inputs at every
stage. At times, these data suffer from some common challenges related to human
and technological factors and that affect its quality.
Platform for quality control of data launched
July 24, 2019/daijiworld.com
All data on population, health, demographic behaviour and economic condition,
collected by various agencies, will be put through a stringent quality check by the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF), launched here on Wednesday.
Speaking on the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking
any policy decision by the government. "The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not
policing, that the data collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour
for quality, with pre-collection planning, collection and post-collection study," said
Bhargava. The NDQF will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train
people collecting and analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog,
who launched the website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and
evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and
conferences. Its activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good
practices in data collection, storage, use and dissemination. India has a rich
resource of data on its population, health status and demographic behaviour and
economic condition, among many other aspects of life and environment. This wealth
of data is translated into insights and, eventually, into policy through a layered
process involving human and technological inputs at every stage. At times, these
data suffer from some common challenges related to human and technological
factors and that affect its quality. While data quality improvement efforts have been
undertaken in both the public and private sectors at independent institution levels
recently, a convergence of these efforts is yet to be achieved in the form of an
integrated platform at the national level that can guide data quality improvement
efforts in a cohesive manner.

ICMR launches platform to boost health data quality in India
July 24, 2019/Devdiscourse
With an aim to improve the quality of health and demographic data in the country,
the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) on Wednesday launched an
integrated national-level platform that can help close the knowledge gap and boost
policy formulations. The National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) will integrate
learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences, the ICMR said. The NDQF is launched in
collaboration between the government research body's National Institute for Medical
Statistics and global nonprofit organisation Population Council, it said. The
activities of the multi-stakeholder platform will gear towards establishing protocols
and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, use and
dissemination, which can be applied to health and demographic data as well as
replicated across industries and sectors, the the apex medical research body said.
ICMR Director M Vishnu Vardhana Rao noted that India has a rich resource of data
on its population, health status and demographic behaviour. "India is a data-rich
country. We have so many data systems available of the magnitude of 1.3 billion
people. We want to put it in one place," Rao said, adding that were different types of
challenges in doing so. This wealth of data is translated into insights and eventually
into policy through a layered process involving human and technological inputs at
every stage, the official said. Rao, however, noted that these data often suffer from
some common challenges related to human and technological factors, affecting its
quality.
Platform for quality control of data launched
July 24, 2019/Newsd
All data on population, health, demographic behaviour and economic condition,
collected by various agencies, will be put through a stringent quality check by the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF), launched here on Wednesday. Speaking on
the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking any policy decision by
the government. “The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not policing, that the data
collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour for quality, with precollection planning, collection and post-collection study,” said Bhargava.
The NDQF will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train people
collecting and analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog, who
launched the website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and evidencebased initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and conferences. Its
activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good practices in data
collection, storage, use and dissemination. India has a rich resource of data on its
population, health status and demographic behaviour and economic condition,
among many other aspects of life and environment. This wealth of data is translated
into insights and, eventually, into policy through a layered process involving human
and technological inputs at every stage. At times, these data suffer from some
common challenges related to human and technological factors and that affect its
quality. While data quality improvement efforts have been undertaken in both the
public and private sectors at independent institution levels recently, a convergence
of these efforts is yet to be achieved in the form of an integrated platform at the
national level that can guide data quality improvement efforts in a cohesive manner.

ICMR launches forum to improve data collection and use
July 24, 2019/The World News
The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)’s National Institute for Medical
Statistics (ICMR-NIMS), in partnership with Population Council, launched the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) here on Wednesday. NDQF will integrate
learnings from scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through
periodic workshops and conferences. Its activities will help establish protocols and
good practices of data collection, storage, use and dissemination that can be applied
to health and demographic data, as well as replicated across industries and sectors
noted a release issued by ICMR. The launch was attended by representatives from
the government, academic institutions, technology and developmental partners
working towards strengthening the data ecosystem in the country.
Platform for quality control of data launched
July 24, 2019/canindia.com
All data on population, health, demographic behaviour and economic condition,
collected by various agencies, will be put through a stringent quality check by the
National Data Quality Forum (NDQF), launched here on Wednesday.
Speaking on the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking
any policy decision by the government. “The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not
policing, that the data collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour
for quality, with pre-collection planning, collection and post-collection study,” said
Bhargava. The NDQF will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train
people collecting and analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog,
who launched the website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and
evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and
conferences. Its activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good
practices in data collection, storage, use and dissemination.India has a rich
resource of data on its population, health status and demographic behaviour and
economic condition, among many other aspects of life and environment. This wealth
of data is translated into insights and, eventually, into policy through a layered
process involving human and technological inputs at every stage.
Platform for quality control of data launched
July 25, 2019/New Kerala
Speaking on the occasion, Balram Bhargava, Director General of the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR), said quality data would be useful in taking
any policy decision by the government. "The purpose of this forum is to ensure, not
policing, that the data collected by various agencies goes through a certain rigour
for quality, with pre-collection planning, collection and post-collection study," said
Bhargava. The NDQF will ensure that the data is of high quality and strive to train
people collecting and analysing the important data, said Vinod K Paul, NITI Aayog,
who launched the website. The NDQF will integrate lessons from scientific and
evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through periodic workshops and
conferences. Its activities will be geared towards establishing protocols and good
practices in data collection, storage, use and dissemination. India has a rich
resource of data on its population, health status and demographic behaviour and
economic condition, among many other aspects of life and environment. This wealth

of data is translated into insights and, eventually, into policy through a
layered process involving human and technological inputs at every stage. At times,
these data suffer from some common challenges related to human and technological
factors and that affect its quality.
ICMR launches platform to boost health
July 25, 2019/The Pioneer
With an aim to improve quality of health and demographic data in India, the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) on Wednesday launched an integrated
national-level platform that can help close the knowledge gap and boost policy
formulations. The National Data Quality Forum (NDQF) will integrate learning from
scientific and evidence-based initiatives and guide actions through periodic
workshops and conferences. “India has a rich resource of data on its population, its
health status and demographic behaviour and economic condition among many
other aspects of life and environment. This wealth of data is translated into insights
and, eventually, into policy through a layered process involving human and
technological inputs at every stage. However, these data often suffer from some
common challenges related to human and technological factors and affect its
quality,” ICMR said in a statement. While in recent year’s data quality improvement
efforts have been undertaken in both the public and private sectors at independent
institution levels, a convergence of these efforts is yet to be achieved in the form of
an integrated platform at the national level that can guide data quality improvement
efforts in a cohesive manner, it said. This activity will gear towards establishing
protocols and good practices when dealing with data collection, storage, use and
dissemination that can be applied to health and demographic data, as well as
replicated across industries and sectors.
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